Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission:

ORDINANCE 2015-691
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING CHAPTER 307 (HISTORIC PRESERVATION), ORDINANCE CODE; DESIGNATING THE Old Duval High School LOCATED at 605 North Ocean Street in the northeast part of Downtown, IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 7, JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA, AS A LANDMARK PURSUANT TO APPLICATION NO.: LM-15-02; DIRECTING THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR TO ENTER THE LANDMARK DESIGNATION ON THE ZONING ATLAS; DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO NOTIFY EACH APPLICANT, THE PROPERTY OWNER AND THE PROPERTY APPRAISER OF THE LANDMARK DESIGNATION AND TO CAUSE SAID DESIGNATION TO BE RECORDED IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville City Council (the “Council”) promulgated Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, to facilitate the designation of landmarks, where appropriate; and

WHEREAS, the property to be designated by this ordinance pursuant to local landmark designation application LM-15-02 (hereinafter the “Subject Property”) is the Old Duval High School, located at 605 North Ocean Street in the northeast part of downtown, Jacksonville, Florida in Council District 7; and 
WHEREAS, the application for local landmark designation was filed by the property owner, Southport Financial Services, Inc., the letter requesting designation being found on page 11 of 73 of the Composite Exhibit 1, on file with Legislative Services; and
WHEREAS, the application met four of the seven standards required for local designation; and
WHEREAS, dating to January 1907 when the first cornerstone was laid, the Subject Property is was the first high school in Florida to offer high school courses; and

WHEREAS, opening in the fall of 1908 under principal W.E. Knibloe, the 123’ x 82’ building, which cost $64,000 for construction and equipment, featured Indiana limestone, walls of light pressed brick, and rusticated cast stone detailing.  The basement in the first floor of the building housed a gymnasium, manual and domestic science training, along with two showers, a boiler and ventilation room.  Eight classrooms, the library, cloakrooms, office and reception room were located on the second floor with the third floor housing three classrooms in addition to chemical and physical laboratories.  The auditorium with stage and dressing rooms was located on the fourth floor.  Two annexes were completed in 1920 and 1922; and

WHEREAS, once Robert E. Lee High School, Andrew Jackson High School and Landon Junior and Senior High School were constructed in 1927, Duval High School closed with the graduation of over 250 students; and

WHEREAS, the Subject Property remains suitable for preservation or restoration based on the remaining character defining features of the exterior including the pressed brick, rusticated Indiana limestone a variety of cast stone trim, copper soffits, consoles and fascia.; and


WHEREAS, the property owners within 350 feet of the boundaries of the Subject Property have been notified of the intent to designate the property as a landmark; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, the Council has considered the issue of designating the Subject Property as a landmark, taking into consideration its importance and historical value, as more fully set forth in the Designation Application and Report of the Planning and Development Department, a copy of which is on file with Legislative Services as Composite Exhibit 1, and incorporated by reference herein (the “Application and Report”); and


WHEREAS, public hearings have been held by the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission, the Council and its committees regarding the issue of designating the Subject Property as a landmark; and

WHEREAS, on August 26, 2015, the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission reviewed and recommended approval of the designation of landmark (the minutes of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission, together with the report adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission, are on file with Legislative Services as Composite Exhibit 2); and

WHEREAS, by enacting this ordinance, the Council is exercising its power and authority to contribute to  the health, safety and welfare of the City of Jacksonville and finds that the Subject Property should be so designated as a landmark; now, therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Designation of Landmark.  Pursuant to Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, the Council hereby designates the Old Duval High School, located at 605 North Ocean Street in the northeast part of downtown, Jacksonville, Florida in Council District 7, as described and attached hereto as Exhibit 3, as a local landmark.

Section 2.

Satisfaction of Requisite Criteria.  The Council hereby finds that the Subject Property satisfies at least four (4) of the requisite criteria set forth in Section 307.104(j), Ordinance Code, as more fully set forth in Composite Exhibit 1.

Section 3.

Landmark Designation on Zoning Atlas.  The Council hereby directs the Zoning Administrator to designate the Subject Property as a landmark on the City’s Zoning Atlas.


Section 4.

Notice of Landmark Designation.  The Council hereby directs the Chief of Legislative Services to notify each applicant, the property owner and the Property Appraiser of the designation of the Subject Property as a landmark.


Section 5.

Recording of Landmark Designation.  The Council hereby directs the Chief of Legislative Services to record this ordinance in the public records for Duval County, Florida.


Section 6.

Effective Date.  The enactment of this ordinance constitutes a quasi-judicial action of the City Council and therefore shall become effective upon signature by the Council President and Council Secretary.
Form Approved:
     /s/ Susan C. Grandin_____
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Susan C. Grandin
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